PATH Meeting Notes

Panelists: 
David Youngs, Paul McCain, Nathan Solomon
Attendees: Amanda Fawcett, Andrea Kuhn, Shaunta Patton, Kristen Thompson, Julie Herzig, Rebecca Gomez, Kelly Pearson, Jacquelyn Davis, Leah Tollini, Sherlene Belden, Mary Beutler, Selwin O’Neal, Sherman Redden, Katrina Walker, Holly Pomranka, Pam Harris, Debbie Flowers, Emma Frazier, Andrea Kuhn, Tonya Colbert, Bridget Riddick, Lori Rogers, Erica Northup, David Anderson, Kevin Bogg, Rebecca Gomez, Darlene Payne, Connie Lasher, Mary Ford, Doris Hairston, Ron Hines, Daniel Lewis, and Deborah Ballard
David Youngs welcomes everyone to the webinar. The following topics were covered:
Updates
David states the upgrade to 5.x is planned for the fall. DYNS is a member of the upgrade team which began meeting in June. Participants will be kept apprised of developments as they occur.  The plan is to upgrade system after the annual PATH program report is completed.
Client data archiving has been rescheduled for the end of July. This is when old clients will be archived. Old clients need to be exited from the program or they will not be archived.  Archiving is important to improve overall system performance.
PATH Statewide Summary
The report was prepared by DYNS for MDCH for the period of 3/31/2010 to 6/30/2010. It shows some exciting numbers. David provides the participants the following numbers on screen:
· Total number of people contacted increased from 2,592 to 4,012 (54.8% increase).

· Total number of people PATH enrolled increased from 1,818 to 2,962 (62.9% increase).
· Average length of stay for people who exited:  41 days

· Average length of stay for people who are active:  137 days

The above figures are skewed some by unexited old clients. 
Congratulations are given to the participants on their hard work in entering the system data to achieve the June number compared to the March.

Exiting Clients

David stresses the importance of exiting clients when they complete the program.  He thanks each project for their respective work on exiting old clients in the system.  However, there still are 1,798 clients who entered the program before 10/1/2009 who do not have exits.  This needs to be completed as soon as possible.  Only do this for those clients who are no longer receiving services. Projects are encouraged to contact DYNS if they see issues with their getting clients exited in the next two weeks. They can use the statewide average of 41 days for program enrollment if it is not know. Andrea Kuhn reminds people to exit the client from both sides of the system tree.
Entering Children into HMIS

The PATH program does not serve children.  Everyone is entered as a single adult.  If you have created a household for a client, do not create a Basic or PATH entry for the household members. We do not want them showing up in the reports. David reminds people the HUD requirements are different then the program requirements in this area.
PATH definition of homelessness

The definition of homelessness in the PATH program differs from the HUD definition.  In the PATH program people may be homeless or at imminent risk of homelessness.  All PATH enrolled should have a "Is client homeless?" equal to "Yes".  All PATH enrollees need an affirmative answer to the homeless question. Use the housing status question to qualify whether a person is literally homeless or at imminent risk. 
Other Issues
The issue of sharing PATH data between PATH providers is discussed. The Sharing of data is for building comprehensive community case plans for individuals. 

Lori Rogers and David Anderson individually ask a question about entering households into PATH. David answers the question stating that when a program enters household members in HMIS they should not check boxes for family members who are not enrolled in the PATH program (program entries, ROI, and service transactions). 

Lori Rogers asks what the appropriate time for training new employees is given the new 5.x release. David states if the person needs to be entering data in the immediate future they should be trained on the present system.

David asks for other issues to be presented. Paul McClain stresses exiting old clients.
The next webinar:  August 19th @ 10am.
Thanks to everyone for participating!
Prepared by DYNS Services for MDCH


